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INTRODUCTION
Atlanta like most southern cities during the period
1920-1954 was a city governed by the laws of segregation.
Blacks were restricted in their right to vote, the right to
attend unsegregated schools, the right to live in communities
of their choosing, the right to equal economic opportunities,
and the right to interact socially with members of the White
community. As a result of this denial of equality of oppor¬
tunity, two communities existed, one White and the other
Black.
Because certain services were denied Blacks by mem¬
bers of the White community, the Black community had to
become as self-sufficient as possible. Therefore, there were
restaurants, barber shops, social agencies, businesses, and
religious and fraternal organizations that catered exclusively
to members of the Black community. Such a situation had much
significance for seeking further understanding of this period.
Although numerous studies have been conducted on the Black
community in Atlanta, none has taken into consideration the
oral testimony of Black women who in many ways formed an
1
2
integral part of the cominunity and constitute a rich source
of day-to-day living in this conununity.
This study will be confined to the period from 1920-
1954 and will be based primarily upon the oral testimony of
eight selected Black women who live in Atlanta. As defined
here, oral history is any information that is gathered
through a recorded interview with a person or persons who
can recall experiences that may be of some benefit to future
researchers and scholars. Unlike written documents, oral
history makes it possible for one to capture the experience
as it is described by the individual being interviewed.
Many individuals vdio lack the ability to write down their
experiences are able to recapture them in interviews.^
As an outgrowth of a project conducted by the writer
for the Schlesinger Library's Black Women Oral History Pro¬
ject, this study is based primarily on a questionnaire sub¬
mitted by the Schlesinger Library. Other questions, however,
2
were added to meet the needs of this specific study. (See
^Willa K. Baum, Oral History 2d ed. rev. (Nashville,
Tenn.: American Association for State and Local History,
1972), pp. 7-8.
2
The Black Women Oral History Project was sponsored
by the Arthur M. and Elizabeth Schlesinger Library of
Radcliffe College under a grant from the Rockefeller Founda¬
tion, 1976-1978. The writer served as interviewer for four
Black women in Atlanta.
3
Appendix B.) The purposes of this study are;
1. To discover the meaning a segregated existence
had for different types of Black women, i.e.,
professional and non-professional.
2. To examine the social, economic, and cultural
aspects of the Black community as experienced by
eight selected professional and non-professional
Black women.
3. To explore the relationship that existed between
Blacks and members of the White community.
The ages of all of the women interviewed for this
study ranged from 71 to 91 years. Since the researcher
wanted an objective account of how Atlanta was perceived by
persons from a variety of backgrounds, four of the women
interviewed were members of the professional class and four
were non-professionals. As longtime residents of Atlanta,
all of them had much to contribute. To protect the privacy
of the eight selected Black women, codes instead of names
will be used in this discussion. The professional women will
be coded as BWl, BW2, BW3, and BW47 and the non-professionals
will be coded as BW5, BW6, BW7, and BW8. Similar codes are
used in the brief biographical sketches of the eight women.
(See Appendix A.)
The four professional women interviewed were a public
school administrator, a public school teacher, a realtor and
descendant of one of Atlanta's most distinguished Black
4
families, and a social worker and former university profes¬
sor. Each woman was selected either because of the outstand¬
ing contributions she had made to the community, or because
she was the descendant of one of Atlanta's most distinguished
Black families.
Two of the non-professional women interviewed had
worked both as domestics and beauticians in Black owned
beauty shops. One interviewee had worked as a domestic for
one week and then retired and stayed home. The fourth woman
interviewed worked as an office clerk in Black businesses.
The information gathered from these women was very significant
because it enables one to infer what life was like for the
majority of Blacks in Atlanta during the period in which this
study is confined.
One of the major handicaps that plagued the writer
while doing this study was working without the aid of tran¬
scripts. Each tape had to be played over and over again by
the writer, and if there are any discrepancies between the
materials included in this study and the actual taped inter¬
view, it would be due to the lack of transcripts. All




During the period from 1920 to 1954 Atlanta used both
legal and extra-legal means to keep the racial groups sepa¬
rated. In many instances Blacks were often the victims of
much abuse and humiliation. This was especially true for
those individuals who rode any form of public transportation.
When riding the streetcar or trains in Atlanta,
Blacks were allowed to sit only in designated areas.^ No
deviation was allowed. According to one Black female who
rode the streetcar frequently during that period:
The Negroes were supposed to sit in the back. And
if a White person took the notion to get up and sit
there Blacks had to stand up. That's the way it was
then. You couldn't sit down beside a White person.
You couldn't afford to do it.^
Another woman stated that if a Black person did not
^Bertram W. Doyle, The Etiquette of Race Relations
in the South: A Study in Social Control (New York: Schocken
Books, 1971), pp. 147-148.
^BW6, June 22, 1977.
5
6
sit in the designated area the motorman would make "you move
and if you didn't they would stop the bus and put you off,
3
or get a cop to make you move, or to put you off the bus."
Black streetcar riders were also forbidden to sit in
front of a White person and had to depart through the rear
4
entrance. A seventy-one year old Black woman recalled an
incident that happened to her cousin when riding the street¬
car in 1926 after returning from a party:
...she sat down in front of a White family. Although
the White man pointed it out to her, she ignored him...
The motorman called the police...My cousin and two other
males accompanying us were arrested and put...in the car.
And he reached back to get me because I was standing
there to get the telephone numbers to call...to get them
out of jail.... He got me in the back of my coat and I
just gave him the whole coat and run.... And I left that
coat until the other policeman said, she doesn't go....
A Black person couldn't get off at the front of the car.
You got off at the rear. They had a sign up there on
the car. White from front to rear. Colored from rear to
the back....^
According to Dr. Benjamin E. Mays in his excellent
book. Born to Rebel, Black Atlantans were also discriminated
against when riding the city buses. They could only board
after all the White passengers had got on, and were forced
^BW7, June 25, 1977.
^Benjamin E. Mays, Born to Rebel (New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1971), p. 79.
^BW5, June 21, 1977.
7
to sit in the rear. Similar treatment was given to any Black
person who rode the intercity buses.
Trains, like streetcars and intercity buses, were
also segregated. One of the city's most interesting and
7
busiest buildings was Terminal Station. Blacks were not
allowed to sit in the same waiting room, or to travel on the
'
. 8
same coach with Whites. According to one Atlanta resident:
...they would put the Colored people up near the
engine where it was hot. And the White people would
ride back in the pullmans...the Colored people was put
up by the engine....They didn't ride back there in no
pullman.^
A 77-year-old citizen of Atlanta stated:
. . .No, child you went in one door, and they went in
the other. And most of them got on the train first.
They had a special place to sit on the train....Blacks
use to sit in the front because that was next to the
engine, smoke, and stuff. Whites sat in the back of the
train. Yes, that's the way it was.^®
When riding the train "they would have a coach...
usually black where you were supposed to sit. I think it was
always near the front,commented another Atlanta resident.
6
Mays, Born to Rebel, p. 80.
7
Franklin M. Garrett, Yesterday's Atlanta (Miami,
Florida: E. A. Seemann Publishing, Inc., 1974), p. 106.
O
Mays, Born to Rebel, p. 76.
^BWS, June 22, 1977. ^°BW6, June 22, 1977.
11BW8, June 27, 1977.
8
Still another Black woman said:
We had a special car....It was in the very front
where we could get all the smoke and cinders...yes, in
all transportation we sat in the back of the buses, and
in the front on the trains, next to the engine and
baggage car.-^'^
Although Blacks were required to ride in the rear on
both the streetcar and the bus, and in the front coach on the
train, there were some exceptions. A Black female was
allowed to sit anywhere she desired on the streetcar, or
train if she was a "nurse" to either White children or adults
She would have to be accompanied by her White charges. One
Black woman who served in this capacity reported that she
when traveling with the white children on the streetcar,
"could sit anywhere I pleased. White people were sitting in
front of me so it had to be all right." When asked where she
sat when riding the train, she replied "I sat with the family
13
I was dressed like a nurse."
Blacks were also discriminated against in other areas
besides public transportation. Certain rules and regulations
had to be adhered to when shopping in department stores,
attending theaters that served the White community, patroniz¬
ing banks that served the White community, riding the
^^BW7, June 25, 1977.
^^BW5, June 21, 1977.
9
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elevators, and attending restaurants. The reception
received in many public places by Blacks helped to dehumanize
them and to remind of their second-class status.
In many department stores in Atlanta, Black women
15
were not permitted to try on certain garments. According
to a 91-year-old member of Atlanta's professional class:
When Black women tried on dresses in a department
store, they had to go behind the counter. They had
closets for you...White women were allowed to put on
a dress and go out where the mirrors and saleswomen were
to decide what they wanted. But, a Negro had to try the
dress on in a closet...so the White customers wouldn't
know that you had tried it on. And you weren't allowed
to try on hats.^^
Similar testimony was given by another member of
17
Atlanta's professional class.
A 78-year-old Atlanta resident stated that "before
the stores were integrated, you usually would know vdiich
store to go in. The price of the merchandise would indicate
18
whether or not you should shop there."
Blacks were also discriminated against if they
attended theaters which catered to the White community.
^'^Gunnar Myrdal, An American Dilemma (New York: Harper
and Row, 1962), pp. 576, 628, 637.
^^Mays, Born to Rebel, p. 82.
^^BW4, February 2, 1977. ^^BWl, April 25, 1977.
1®BW8, June 27, 1977.
10
They were often required to sit in the most uncomfortable
19
section of the theater vdiich was usually the balcony. Com¬
menting on this, one of Atlanta's non-professional females
recalled;
When I did go to shows, I went to the Grand or
Atlanta Hotel. They had a balcony for the Colored. I
went to these theaters until one was opened on Auburn.^®
Still another Black woman said:
I went to the Loews Grand. But, I was way up high...
you had to sit up high in the Loews Grand....21
A 91-year-old member of Atlanta's professional class
stated;
If Blacks went to any of the other theaters, they
had to enter by the back stairs...there were certain
things you wanted to see, but didn't have the money to
go north....The seats were very high up...-The 81
Theater, a theater for Blacks was located on Decatur
Street. Whenever Negro companies from the north came
to perform in Atlanta, they had to do it at the 81
Theater... .It was very popular. That was where all the
Negroes went....It was very popular among Negroes.22
Eating facilities were another area in which the
23
races were separated. Many places would not serve Blacks
because they were considered "undesirables." But, some did
^^Mays, Born to Rebel, p. 86.
^*^BW8, June 27, 1977. Auburn Avenue was the center of
Black patronized and Black owned businesses.
21bW5, June 21, 1977. April 22, 1977.
23
Doyle, The Etiquette of Race Relations, p. 146.
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cater to both races. However, they were served separately.
One Black woman stated that "In the 1930's and through the
1940's in Atlanta, if a Black person went out to eat he had
to go to the Black places....Most of these places were on
Auburn Avenue and Decatur Street.Another Black woman
stated that when she ate out she went to the cafe which was
located in town on Broad Street. She also recalled eating
at Woolworth and at Kress. Blacks were served around the
counter.
"The only place that I would sit down and eat would
be the Metropolitian," recalled another Atlanta female. "It
was the nicest place on Decatur Street. And, that was the
only place you could eat unless you went to Auburn Avenue or
different places like that."^^
Still another woman stated that she ate in the Odd
Fellows Building down on Auburn Avenue when she did eat out.^
The Odd Fellows Building was built in 1912 by a group of
enterprising men. They raised the money to build that build-
28
ing which later housed offices of many kinds.
24bw7, June 25, 1977. 253^5^ j^ne 22, 1977.
26bw5, June 21, 1977. 27^^^ ju^e 27, 1977.
^^The Pittsburgh Courier, 15 July 1961.
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One Black female relates the following incident which
happened to her when she was returning some empty soda bottles
to a cafeteria that serviced a White community:
I go over and I carry...the empties back....So, I
sat them up on the counter. And there was a new cracker
boy that worked in there. He said, 'You sat that up
there on the counter.' I was young and...could speak
my own opinion. And I said, 'so what?' He said, 'its
not for you'....I never went back over there...29
In 1929 with the aid of associates Hemon E. Perry
founded the Citizens Trust Company, a bank for Blacks.
Although numerous problems plagued the bank in its infant
stages, it survived and became the largest and only bank
owned by Blacks, once the Atlanta State Savings Bank
collapsed in 1922. By 1948 the bank had made loans of mil¬
lions of dollars to Blacks for construction purposes, and it
was the only bank owned by Blacks to be admitted to the
Federal Reserve System.^®
However, for those Black Atlantans who found it nec¬
essary to depend on the services of a bank that served the
White community, certain guidelines had to be followed. The
First National Bank required Blacks to stand in a separate
line.^^ And, according to one interviewee, there was no such
29bW5, June 21, 1977.
^^The Pittsburgh Courier, 15 July 1961.
^^Mays, Born to Rebel, p. 85.
13
thing as "Black tellers."
32 II I remeinber the First National
Bank...," asserted another, "They had one window for Negroes.
This was during the 1930's. They had one line for Negroes,
one window and you had to go to that window. . .the teller was
. 33
White. Didn't have any Black tellers."
In 1908 the state of Georgia had passed a law which
stated that the races had to be separated when riding the
34
elevators. In Atlanta Blacks had to ride up on elevators
which carried freight or were for janitorial purposes. How-
ever, the races were allowed to ride down together. Com¬
mented one interviewee, "you knew yOur place" even as it
36
related to the elevators.
Although it has been said by many that justice is
blind, this was not true during the period under study in
Atlanta. Certainly the courts were not color blind. In the
south during the period from 1920 to the early 1950's. Blacks
were often arrested without having done anything illegal.
Many of the lower courts would find them guilty without much
32 33
BW8, June 27, 1977. BW7, June 25, 1977.
^^C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the New South 1877-
1913 (Louisiana State Press and the Littlefield Fund for
Southern History: The University of Texas, 1971), p. 355.
35
Mays, Born to Rebel, p. 83.
36'BW8, June 27, 1977.
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evidence. And if a White person was accused of committing an
illegal act against a Black person, he was usually not found
• 14- 37guilty.
A 60-year-old Black female resident of Atlanta, re¬
calling the operations of the courts and its justice as it
related to the Black individual, stated that if a Black
person had a good lawyer, a White man defending him, then his
chances of not being found guilty were good. And, if some
one killed a Black person, his chances of getting off were
38
very good because it was "nothing." Another Black woman
reported that "the chances were not that good for a poor
person to get off, but those who had money had a better
39
chance."
Among the Black and White races of the south during
the 1920's and early 1950's, certain forms of etiquette had
to be adhered to when they met both privately and publicly.
Blacks were expected to address members of the White com¬
munity in a certain manner. And the White community had a
• 40
certain manner in which they addressed Blacks.
In Atlanta during this period, like numerous other
^^Myrdal, An American Dilemma, p. 553.
^®BW6, June 25, 1977. ^®BW5, June 21, 1977.
40
Myrdal, An American Dilemma, p. 611.
15
southern cities, many Whites addressed Blacks by their first
name. The titles of "Mr., Miss, or Mrs." and sur-names were
hardly ever used. But, some of the Black men and women were
called "professor, reverend, doctor, auntie, or uncle" if
their first names were unknown. And the members of the White
community were usually addressed as "Mr., or Mrs."^^ "Whites
would call Blacks by their first names, and Blacks would ad¬
dress Whites and Mr., or Mrs.," recalled one Atlanta resi-
42
dent. Other members of the Atlanta Black community sub-
43
stantiated this custom.
According to E. Franklin Frazier, members of the
Black middle class tended to avoid as much contact as they
44 . . .
could with Whites. This was no exception in Atlanta.
Members of the professional class tried to protect their
off-spring from the harsh realities of segregation by not
allowing them to attend segregated public facilities, or to
ride segregated public transportation. A protective wall
45
was often built around them by their parents. Several
41
Mays, Born to Rebel, pp. 80-82.
'^^BW8, June 25, 1977. '^^BW5, June 21, 1977.
Franklin Frazier, Black Bourgeoisie (New York:
The Free Press, 1957), pp. 213-214.
'^^Ridgley Torrence, The Story of John Hope (New York:
The Macmillan Company, 1948), pp. 164-165.
16
members of one of Atlanta's most distinguished families re¬
called instances of their father not allowing them to ride
the streetcar because he felt all individuals should be
treated the same when paying the same price for the same ser¬
vice. According to the interviewees, they did not go to the
theaters because "Colored" people had to sit in the balcony.
And since they had books and could learn about life through
them, they were contented to stay home. Contrary to what
others may think, life for them was not harsh. They did not
attend segregated facilities because they "had all the enter-
46
tainment they needed at home."
Both the professional and the non-professional Black
Atlantan were treated the same when riding any type of public
transportation, or when attending theaters, restaurants, or
banks which catered to the White community. All Black
Atlantans also had to adhere to certain rules of etiquette
when addressing a White person either privately or publicly.
Members of the professional class tended to avoid as much
contact as they could with members of the White community.
From the oral testimony given by the interviewees one is able
to conclude that all Blacks were treated the same by members
of the White community.
46'BW3, April 24, 1977.
CHAPTER II
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PURSUITS
Economic Pursuits
Although historically Blacks have held jobs that have
ranked lower than those held by their White counterparts.
Blacks in Atlanta were involved in enterprises that reflected
their ability to master "the most intricate forms of busi¬
ness," so asserts Reverend E. R. Carter, the historian.^ Ac¬
cording to one of the descendants of the first Black congress¬
men from Georgia, Jefferson F. Long, and a member of one of
Atlanta's most distinguished Black families, her father was
the Internal Revenue Collector for the state of Georgia
(1898-1909). He was able to secure his position by obtaining
recommendations from all of the prominent Whites in Atlanta.
As the Collector of Internal Revenue, the distinguished Henry
Allan Rucker had both White and Black men subordinate to him.
^E. R. Carter, The Black Side; A Partial History of
the Business, Religious and Educational Side of the Negro in
Atlanta, Georgia (Atlanta, 1894), pp. 23-24.
17
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Mr. Rucker was appointed to his position during the adminis¬
tration of President McKinley and served under Theodore
Roosevelt and one year under President Taft, making a com¬
bined total of eleven years as the Collector of Internal
Revenue.^
Another member of Atlanta's professional class stated
that her father was a carpenter and an automobile mechanic.
He later became the owner of an automobile and bicycle repair
shop.^
A third member stated that her father secured his job
at the Merchant Bank, as teller and cashier for "Negro
accounts" in the 1880's. While he was employed at the bank,
he established, with the aid of others, a loan association
for "Negroes." Once the bank dissolved, he became a shipping
clerk for a chemical company. He also helped to start a
janitorial service for offices through which Black high school
boys were employed. According to the interviewee, her father
4
did everything he could to further the "Negro race."
^BW3, April 14, 1977. Mr. Henry Allan Rucker was
asked to resign as the Collector of Internal Revenue by Presi¬
dent Taft because he wanted to appoint a White man to that
position.
^BW4, February 4, 1977. ^BW2, May 3, 1977.
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Auburn Avenue was the hub around which Atlanta's
Black economy revolved. "Sweet Auburn," as it was known to
many Blacks, was the heart of the city's business section.
It was the home of the Odd Fellows Building, the Herndon
Building, the Atlanta Life Insurance Company, Citizen's Trust
Company, Mutual Federal Savings and Loan Association, South¬
eastern Fidelity Fire Insurance Company, a daily newspaper,
night clubs, real estate brokers, and business offices.^
According to one of Atlanta's most distinguished
citizens, her father was the first Black man to erect a
building in the commercial area of the city. It was located
on the corner of Auburn and Piedmont in 1904. From 1921 to
1944 her father had an office on Auburn Avenue. Auburn
Avenue was also a residential area. An 88-year-old woman
stated that she was born on "what was considered Atlanta's
most prominent Negro street, Aioburn Avenue. The residential
section in which I was born was called Negro Peachtree. The
people on that strip were very intelligent and very aspiring.
They helped to make Atlanta.. .Auburn Avenue was a dignified
7
street and we spoke of it as the avenue."
^The Pittsburgh Courier, 15 July 1961.
^BW3, April 14, 1977.
^BW2, July 30, 1976, and April 16, 1977.
20
Decatur Street was another area v^here Blacks had
businesses. In his book. The Black Side; A Partial History
of the Business, Religious and Educational Side of the Negro
in Atlanta, E. R. Carter stated that Decatur Street was the
home of the store houses for Tate and Murphy who were whole-
8
sale and retail merchants. One interviewee characterized
this street as the "hang out for Negroes." Chairs were even
located on the street for them to use while they conversed.
Her father and grandfather had a barbership for Blacks on
9
that street.
The individual who laid a large part of the economic
foundation of Atlanta was Hemon E. Perry. In 1908 he founded
the first Black owned insurance company, the Standard Life
Insurance Company. Once this company had achieved stability,
he branched out into other areas. The Gate City Lumber Com¬
pany, founded in 1916, was a part of the Standard Service
Company, a company Perry had founded to direct the activities
of his other businesses. He also formed a realty company and
built numerous homes on the West Side of the city. In 1921
with the aid of associates he founded the Citizens Trust
Company, a bank for Blacks. Although many problems plagued
^Carter, The Black Side, pp. 20-23.
^BW3, April 14, 1977.
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the bank in its infant stages, it survived and became the
largest and only bank owned by Blacks, once the Atlanta State
Savings Bank collapsed in 1922.^^ A former employee remembered
Mr. Perry as being a very quiet person and that he was well
liked in the Black community.
The first Black man in Atlanta, or the south for that
matter, to do multiple unit construction was Walter (Chief)
Aiken. He was responsible for the development of the West
12
Side of Atlanta. Walter (Chief) Aiken and a friend entered
the real estate business as contractors. Although his friend
left the business during the depression, Mr. Aiken continued
until his death in 1955. Today the rental end of the busi-
13
ness is carried on by his wife.
In 1942 when "Chief" Aiken had a big building project
with the Federal Housing Administration to build over a
hundred homes in the North West section of Atlanta, he was
denied financing by certain companies. Since he was the first
Black man to ask for that amount of money, they were afraid
that he might not have been able to live up to his end of the
10
The Pittsburgh Courier, 15 July 1961.
11BW8, June 24, 1977.
12
The Pittsburgh Courier, 15 July 1961.
13BW3, April 14, 1977.
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contract. He was able, however, to get financing from Atlanta
Federal. Mr. Aiken continued to rely on Atlanta Federal for
any financial assistance he needed.
Another one of Black Atlanta's early leaders was
Benjamin Jefferson Davis, Sr. As the editor of The Atlanta
Independent, he was well known in the Atlanta community.
Under his supervision The Atlanta Independent was a powerful
15
weekly newspaper that fought for the rights of Blacks. One
member of Atlanta's professional class remembered him as "a
16
ladies man and a man who was very outspoken." Another one
of Atlanta's distinguished citizens remembered Ben Davis, as
he was known to many, as the man who published unfavorable
comments about her father who was the holder of a high public
17
office in Georgia. "He didn't play favoritism," was the
18
comment made by one of his former employees.
According to Gunnar Myrdal, Blacks were able to monop¬
olize certain professions that catered to the Black community
because of segregation. The livelihood of upper-class Blacks
14
BW3, April 14, 1977. Mr. Aiken was denied financing
by both Black and White loan associations. However, he was
eventually financed by Atlanta Federal, a White bank.
^^The Pittsburgh Courier, 15 July 1961.
^^BW4, March 22, 1977. ^"^BWa, April 25, 1977.
18
BW8, June 24, 1977.
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depended upon lower-class Blacks. Upper-class Blacks in
Atlanta were involved in such occupations as blacksmiths,
tailors, barbers and other skilled artisans, hackmen and dray¬
men, grocery store owners, hotel owners, real estate dealers
and contractors, teachers, civil servants, pullman porters,
lawyers, ministers, domestic servants for rich White families,
20
and doctors.
Although segregation had certain fringe benefits for
those of the upper class, it was not so for lower-class
Blacks. Their days were filled with toil and more personal
problems and pleasures. They were locked in a society which
21
denied them a share in the American way of life.
Recalling her experience as a domestic in Atlanta,
one interviewee replied.
Oh, I was treated very well. I never had any trouble
....You know the income in the thirty's was poor, very
poor...but we managed....! have worked for a dollar a day
...X know my daddy have worked for fifty cents a day.
Yeah, honey, it was bad back there, tough, tough....If a
person worked as a domestic (she) had to work a half day
You had to go fix their breakfast and dinner....And serve
the dinner and get off in the evening.22
19
Myrdal, An American Dilemma, pp. 304-305.
20
August Meier and David Lewis, "History of the Negro
Upper Class in Atlanta, Georgia, 1890-1958," Journal of Negro
Education, Vol. 28, p. 184.
21
Myrdal, An American Dilemma, p. 29.
22BW7, June 25, 1977.
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Another stated that "back in those days a lot of the
Negroes were living in alleys." And although a few were
living on the West Side, the majority were living in just
huts, and "they were struggling, working for White people,
some cooking, some doing washing and ironing and such work
23
as that."
One 71-year-old woman stated that she worked as a
nurse for two White children. And that she had a room in the
home of the people she worked for. "They worked me to death
...just about. I did a little bit of everything. I picked
up paper out of the yard and carried enough coal up to heat
six rooms up stairs and four rooms down stairs. I did every¬
thing. I was paid every fifteen days and received what
averaged out to be about six dollars a week." According to
the interviewee, she was able to send her parents, who were
sharecroppers in Locust Grove, Georgia, twelve dollars a
24
month, since she got free room and board.
Remembering the salary she received as a domestic in
Atlanta, one 78-year-old woman stated that she was paid four
or five dollars a week. "It was a heap of money then." She
did not work as a domestic for very long because her husband
^^BW8, June 27, 1977. ^Sw5, June 21, 1977.
26
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wanted her to stay home.
Although Black and VJhite teachers in Atlanta performed
the same jobs, they received different salaries and had to ad¬
here to different rules. The salary for the White public
school teacher and the Black public school teacher in Atlanta
varied. The monthly salary for Black women high school
teachers in 1921 was $80.00 and it was $168.50 for White
teachers. The White female grammar teacher received $113.00
monthly, while the Black female received $67.50. The White
male got $175.00 and because no salary was listed for Black
males, the author assumed that there were no Black male gram¬
mar school teachers. A similar situation still existed in
1924 when White males and females received $168.50 a month and
26
Black males and females received $95.00 monthly.
One of Atlanta' professional Black women who served
as the Director of all Negro public schools in Atlanta stated
that Black teachers in the high school received $80.00 or
$90.00 a month. As principal of an elementary school, she
received $105.00 a month. When she transferred to a high
school, her salary was continued at $105.00 a month instead of
being placed at the $90.00 traditionally paid high school
^^BW6, June 22, 1977.
26
Mays, Born to Rebel, p. 84.
27
teachers
Black female teachers were not allowed to work in the
public school system in Atlanta once they had married. They,
unlike the White female teacher, were forced to retire.
"Some of them went on and married anyhow, " according to one
Black female. "There were some excellent teachers that got
married and Mrs. Jones didn’t want them to leave, so more
gradually stayed and worked in the night school. My sister
did that. The reason they did not want married females to
teach was that it was believed that it was their duty to
28
stay home and take care of the children."
Similar testimony was given by a 27 year employee of
the Atlanta Public School System. In Atlanta, according to
the interviewee, during the 1920's and 1930's few jobs that
had any status existed for Blacks. So, Black ministers felt
that once a woman married she should step aside so that the
young people would have a chance. In 1939, however, a com¬
mittee from the Gate Teacher's Association approached the
superintendent of schools in reference to Black female
teachers retaining their jobs once they married, and they
were given the right to do so. Prior to her marriage the
Black female teacher usually taught what was called a double
07 OQ
^BW4, February 4, 1977. °BW4, March 22, 1977.
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session, under this system one group of children would come
in the mornings and stay until 12 o'clock and then another
group would take its place and stay until 4 o'clock in the
evenings. But, once a teacher, the Black female, married
she was only allowed to teach a swing session. She would
teach either in the mornings or in the evenings and had to
remain at school until all single session students had been
dismissed for the day. A single session teacher had to per¬
form clerical type duties such as working on the cafeteria
books, or on the teacher's books when she was not teaching.
And if the other teacher who taught a single session was
absent she would have to substitute for her. The single
session teacher was not paid for this extra work. According
to the interviewee, $43.22 was the amount paid to a teacher
that taught a single session, while double session teachers
29
received $86.50 monthly.
Another interviewee stated that once she graduated
from the Normal Department at Atlanta University, she entered
the teaching profession as a full fledged teacher without
doing any supply or supplementary work. She taught at the
^^Mrs. Maggie Atkinson, July 6, 1978. She was not one
of the eight women interviewed in depth. Her questions were
limited to this section on education. Mrs. Atkinson graduated
from the Normal Department at Atlanta University.
29
Roach Street School which was at the corner of Roach and
Greensferry, for twelve years. "And then I married. At that
time when you married that meant your resignation. Married
teachers weren't hired then." So, she became a housewife.
She stayed home for twelve years and then entered the Fulton
County School System as a supply teacher and worked for seven-
30
teen years before she retired.
Members of Atlanta's professional and non-professional
classes were involved in many different types of businesses
and professions. A majority of the professional class members
were in real estate, insurance, or the teaching profession.
Unlike their non-professional counter-part, many of the pro¬
fessional class members had their own business establishments
and, consequently, had higher incomes. A large number of the
non-professional Blacks worked either as domestics, or worked
in Black businesses. Members of this group tended to make
the lesser salary. But, although the salary of the profes¬
sional Black Atlantan was higher than that of her non¬
professional counter-part, her salary was less than those
members of the White community when they were employed in the
same profession.
30
BW2, April 16, 1977.
30
Social Pursuits
Once they had been denied entrance into the main
stream of American life. Blacks in Atlanta sought to make
31
life as pleasant as they could within their own community.
Both members within the professional and non-professional
groups in Atlanta were very active in various types of rec¬
reational activities. Many of the clubs to which the profes¬
sional women belonged met to fulfill the social and intellec¬
tual needs of its participants as well as to aid in community
uplift. One of the oldest established and highly selective
clubs for Black women was The Inquirer's Club. Founded in
1909 the purpose of this club was to promote programs of
literary, social and cultural interests. The members of this
32
club were women of outstanding accomplishments.
Another one of the more exclusive and selective clubs
for Black women in Atlanta is the Chatauqua Circle. "Keep
moving: A standing pool becomes stagnant" is its motto. The
club was founded September 8, 1913 at the home of Mrs. T. H.
Slater. The Chatauqua Study Club ladies sought to build, to
improve themselves, and to reach higher levels of attainment.
31
Carter, The Black Side, p. 20.
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Inquirers Clvib By-Laws, Inquirers Club 1907-1973,
Atlanta University Archives, Trevor Arnett Library, Atlanta,
Georgia.
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They patterned their organization after the parent organiza¬
tion, the Chatauqua Circle which was national in scope. The
Chatauqua Circle was comprised of men and women who because
of a lack of graduate work enrolled in the Chatauqua Lecture
33
Course to improve themselves both mentally and culturally.
Organized in 1916 by Mrs. J. W. Madison, the Utopian
Literary Club was founded to "provide for the mental advance¬
ment of its members." The club provided an outlet for mem¬
bers to discuss current events, books, and problems associ¬
ated with homemaking. Membership within this club, like the
Inquirers and Chatauqua Circle Clubs, was (and still is) an
34
elite one. Another club, the Mosolite Club, was similar in
structure to the other older clubs aforementioned, strong
emphasis was placed in its early stages on parent education.
35
The club also encouraged social activities. The Twelve
Club was strictly a social club and the members of the club
^^Henrietta Porter, The Chatauqua Circle 1913-1963,
The Chatauqua Circle Papers, Atlanta University Archives,
Trevor Arnett Library, Atlanta, Georgia.
34
Miss Frankie V. Adams, Utopian Literary Clxib History
as Reflected in Minutes, Utopian Literary Club Collection,
Atlanta University Archives, Trevor Arnett Library, Atlanta,
Georgia.
35
Mrs. B. T. Harvey, Member Mosolite Club, June 27,
1978. She was not among the eight women interviewed in depth.
The interview was limited to this section on clubs.
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were descendants of the elite families of Atlanta. Accord¬
ing to one of these members. Dr. W. E. B. DuBois and her
father belonged to the same social club, the Monday Club.
And her mother and Mrs. DuBois belonged to the Twelve Club.
37
Both of these clubs were strictly social clubs.
Other clubs and organizations were founded that had
other objectives besides being social. The Links was founded
in 1949 by Mrs. Scott with eight other women of the
Philadelphia environs. This organization is national in
scope and its program is educational as well as civic. A
number of contributions have been made to the culturally dis¬
advantaged by the club. Also, this club through its national
Headquarters in Washington, D. C., has given money to the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
38
and the National Urban League.
All of the professional women interviewed for this
study have played an active role in community building. One
of the interviewees was instrumental in introducing scouting
36
Meier and Lewis, "Negro Upper Class in Atlanta,"
p. 184.
^^BW3, April 14, 1977.
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Mrs. W. N. Harper, member of the Links, June 28,
1978. She was not one of the eight women interviewed in
depth. The questions asked Mrs. Harper were limited to this
section on clubs.
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for girls into the Black community. The interviewee, along
with one of Georgia's present outstanding Black female
legislators, served as liaison persons between the National
Girl Scout Board and the Black community. Scouting was also
introduced into the public school system by this inter-
39
viewee.
Another member of Atlanta's professional group as¬
sisted her husband in his building projects for the govern¬
ment. A large number of the homes built for Blacks in the
40
North West section of the city was done by her husband.
Still another member of this group aided in the desegrega¬
tion of the Woolworth Department Store on 47th Street in
Chicago. Blacks were urged not "to spend their money" where
they could not work. The store eventually went bankrupt
after six months of picketing; but, another store located on
the Southside of the city started to employ Blacks. This
distinguished social worker and former university professor,
as Industrial Secretary for the Y.W.C.A. in Chicago, was also
instrumental in helping girls employed in various industries
to secure better wages and shorter hours. She also had to
provide group experience and social activities for the young
^^BW4, February 4, 1977.
40'bW3, April 14, 1977.
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ladies. During the period between 1944-1945, the interviewee
served as a consultant for the National Y.W.C.A. Board on the
west coast to help "open up social work agencies and housing
41
for Negroes" who moved to that area as workers.
While most of Atlanta's professional women spent time
in civic and community projects, they also had time to engage
in recreational activities of various kinds. Many of these
women attended theaters only occasionally because they did
not wish to endure segregation in White movie houses nor did
they desire to face the "roughness" associated with some
Black theaters. The 81 Theater for Blacks located on Decatur
Street was especially avoided by several interviewees. Ac¬
cording to one, "I did not like to go there, I only did it to
42
please my busband." And she only went on several occasions.
Another noted Atlantan stated that she only attended
one or two events at the 81 Theater and that she was afraid
to go there "because it was such a rough house." However, if
there were some event that Black people wanted to see at the
segregated theaters, they had to sit in areas designated for
43
"Negroes" which were usually in the balconies.
Attending the parades that took place on Auburn
"^^BWl, April 25, 1977 . '^^BW2, April 16, 1977.
^^BW4, March 22, 1977.
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Avenue was another favorite pasttime of one of Atlanta's
44
professional class. Still another member enjoyed playing
tennis. Some of her games have taken place in Virginia and
she has been the recipient of two or three cups. At one
time, she was the Black Women's Tennis Champion for the
. . 45
city.
Many of the members of Atlanta's professional group
are active in the church. "I am the motivating force behind
the Uplifters Club" stated one distinguished woman. Another
serves as the historian for her church. Still another teaches
a Sunday School class and participates in various activities
within her church. Today although many of these women are
retired, they are involved in hobbies that keep them busy.
One woman stays busy by sewing, making cards for her friends,
writing, crocheting, and listening to classical music.
Another spends her time working cross-word puzzles, crochet¬
ing, knitting, playing solitaire, and performing certain
46
tasks for her family.
Like her professional counter-part, the non¬
professional Black woman in Atlanta was also involved in
44 45
BW2, April 16, 1978. BW4, March 22, 1978.
^^BW4, March 22, 1977; BW2, April 16, 1977; BWl, April
20, 1977.
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social activities. One Atlanta resident stated that she used
to go to Terminal Station to socialize and to watch the people
coming and going on the trains. The interviewee also said
that she used to go to the 81 Theater to see such stars as
Bessie Smith and Ethel Waters. "The 81 was all right, but
you were afraid to go to some places on Decatur Street." The
interviewee also went to the Lowes Grand for recreation. How¬
ever, she had to sit in the section reserved for Blacks.
But, whenever she went out to eat, she went to the Metropoli-
, 47
tan on Decatur Street, or some place on Auburn Avenue.
"We had parties and little clubs and things like that
to socialize...and church," stated one woman. The club she
belonged to sponsored dances on the Roof Garden of the Odd
Fellows Building on Auburn Avenue and at the Magnolia and
other places of a similar nature. Everyone would invite
friends. The church, however, was the center of social life:
48
"We didn't have much else to do...."
One interviewee stated that she did not go to any of
the shows. "I never did go. I just didn't care nothing
about it. For entertainment, "I would have people come to
my house, I would go to theirs." She also went to a cafe in
"^"^BWS, June 21, 1977.
48
BW7, June 25, 1977.
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town whenever she ate out. Today the 78-year-old woman stays
busy by sewing, attending activities planned for senior
citizens, and serving on one of the committees within her
49
church. "Whenever I have any free time I visit friends and
50
attend meetings of my church club" commented another woman.
According to Myrdal, separate class systems developed
in the Black and White communities because of segregation.
And as a result, social classes existed within the Black cora-
51
munity. Atlanta was no exception. According to one of
Atlanta's non-professional Black women, "...there is an inner
circle that excludes others. The doctor wives get together
and the professors get together," and anyone not belonging
52
to this group is not included.
Members of Atlanta's professional and non-professional
class did not interact socially with each other. The non¬
professional woman was usually excluded from the clubs in
which the professional woman had membership. Although most
of the women had attended the 81 Theater at one point, the
non-professional woman did so more frequently than her
^^BW6, June 22, 1977. ^°BW8, June 27, 1977.
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professional counter-part. So, within the Black community,
the professional and the non-professional woman moved in
different circles.
CHAPTER III
EDUCATIONAL AND RELIGIOUS PURSUITS
Educational Pursuits
By 1920 six private institutions of higher learning,
in addition to the public elementary schools, existed for
Blacks in Atlanta. Each of the six institutions was located
in a different section of the city. It was not until 1929
and after that these schools moved to the central location
which they occupy today. The schools, all of which were more
or less church related, were operated by a combination of
White and Black people with the exception of Morris Brown
which was a product of the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
They were Atlanta University, Morehouse College, Clark College,
Spelman College, Morris Brown College, and Gammon Theological
Seminary.
Before moving to their present site, both Clark
College (then called Clark University) and Gammon Theological
Seminary were originally located in South Atlanta, near the
Pittsburgh and Summerhill areas. Morris Brown College (then
39
40
called Morris Brown University) was located in what was known
as the old fourth ward over on the corner of Houston Street
and North Boulevard. Today Morris Brown College occupies the
site of old Atlanta University. Atlanta University was re¬
located near Morehouse and Spelman Colleges on Chestnut
1
Street.
Founded in 1865 in a railroad car, Atlanta University
was supported by the American Missionary Association. Its
first normal class was graduated in 1873 and its first col-
2
lege class in 1876. Because no high schools existed for
Blacks in Atlanta until 1924 when Booker T. Washington School
was built, Atlanta University and the other colleges had high
3
schools or academy departments. However, in 1929 under an
agreement with Spelman and Morehouse, undergraduate work was
discontinued at Atlanta University in 1930 and it became
4
strictly a graduate institution.
Morehouse College was founded in 1867 in Augusta,
Georgia by the American Baptist Home Mission Society. Its
^The Pittsburgh Courier, 15 July 1961.
2
Clarence A. Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University;
A Century of Service, 1865-1965 (Princeton: The Princeton
University Press, 1969), pp. 35, 37.
3
Mays, Born to Rebel, p. 84.
4
Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University, pp. 266-69.
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primary purpose was to train Blacks to teach and for the
ministry. Under the leadership of Dr. John Hope, the insti¬
tution began to train individuals for all areas of American
life and has had some very outstanding alumni. Today, More¬
house is a part of the Atlanta University Complex.
Another college that is a part of the Atlanta Univer¬
sity Complex is Clark College. Founded in 1869 by the
Freedman's Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
Clark awarded its first degree in 1883. The primary emphasis
of the college was to train individuals for either the teach¬
ing profession or to become ministers.
Morris Brown College founded in 1881 by the African
Methodist Episcopal Church is also a part of the Atlanta Uni¬
versity Complex. The purpose of the institution was to
educate Black students in Atlanta. In 1932 the college
moved to the site of old Atlanta University on West Hunter
and Tatnall Streets.
Spelman College, then the Atlanta Baptist Female
Seminary, was founded in the year 1881 also. It was begun
in the basement of Friendship Baptist Church by Miss Sophia
B. Packard and Miss Harriet E. Giles. In 1883 it moved to
its present site on the corner of Greensferry. The institu¬
tion was renamed in 1884 in honor of Mrs. John D. Rockefeller's
42
mother. Spelman College is also a part of the Atlanta Uni¬
versity Complex.
The Interdenominational Theological Center is like¬
wise a part of the Atlanta University Complex. This institu¬
tion is a graduate school of religious studies. Its primary
aim is to train men and women to become "proficient in
5
communicating the Gospel of Jesus Christ."
A public high school for Blacks in Atlanta was not
founded until 1924 with the opening of the later famous
Booker T. Washington High. County Boards of Education were
even slower in providing for Blacks on both the elementary
and secondary level. Therefore, Blacks looked to Atlanta
University and the other Atlanta colleges for educational
provisionals on all levels—elementary, high school, trade
school, normal school, college and graduate school. The
importance of these private institutions is well illustrated
in the comments and rememberences of the professional women
interviewed. All of them had some connection with these
colleges and they felt that educational life for Blacks
centered in these institutions.
According to Asa H. Gordon, Blacks moved to various
^Martin Lehfeldt, "The Atlanta University Center,"
Atlanta University Center Publications, Inc., (Spring 1977) :
4-9.
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towns in the 1930's to insure a better education for their
g
children. However, as early as 1906, one college graduate
of Atlanta University stated, "my mother and father were very
ambitious. They wanted their children to have a good educa¬
tion. So, they moved from Walton County, Georgia, to Coving¬
ton, Georgia, and then to Atlanta by the time all of the
7
children were ready for school." Only the best students at¬
tended Atlanta University, according to one woman who grad¬
uated from the Normal Department in 1911. Examinations had
to be taken and it depended on the merit of your performance
8
whether or not you got admitted. Still another alumna of
Atlanta University stated that in order for one to get
admitted to the University, one had to have credentials
9
"because everybody was high class out there."
Classes at the University lasted all day, according
to the 1906 college graduate. Some of the students walked
to school from across town. Enrollment in the high school
division was large according to this distinguished alumna.
Approximately seventy-five students attended the Normal
g
Asa H. Gordon, The Georgia Negro (Ann Arbor, Mich.:
Edward Brothers, Inc., 1937), p. 100.
^BW4, February 4, 1977. ®BW2, April 16, 1977.
^BW3, April 14, 1977.
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Department and about seventy-five were enrolled in the
College class. A majority of the women were enrolled in the
Normal class so they could teach. When BW4 was a student
at Atlanta University, the university's President spent most
of his time away from the campus trying to raise money. The
Dean took care of the daily operations of the university.
This alumna remembers life for the students at Atlanta
University as not entailing many activities. Her brother was
a member of the baseball and football teams. Most of the
games were played with the other schools in Atlanta. The
students did not have dances because most of them were dedi¬
cated and were busy with their training to go out into the
community to teach others. But, she did have a part in "The
Taming of the Shrew" that was put on by the drama department
under the direction of Mrs. Alonzo F. Herndon. Mrs. Herndon
was a very fine woman according to the interviewee. Her
husband owned barber shops and started the Atlanta Life
Insurance Company.A 1911 graduate of the Normal Depart¬
ment stated that although students were not allowed to dance
they were allowed to march to music with members of the
opposite sex. However, they were supervised by the teachers.
Some of the other activities that the students participated
10BW4, February 4, 1977.
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in were debates and oratoricals. Still another alumna
(1912) stated that when she attended Atlanta University it
was a small school. It did not have too many students or
12
much money.
Dr. Clarence A. Bacote wrote that unlike the faculty
members at Spelman, Atlanta University faculty members ate
with their students in the same dining room. This custom
which students appreciated made Atlanta University different
13
from most Black colleges in the south. Testimony gathered
14
from several of the alumnus supported this finding.
All of the students had a specific job to perform,
according to one graduate of the University. Students who
paid full board worked for one hour a day, while part-time
students worked two hours a day. It was her responsibility
to construct the absentees' list for the Dean. This would be
done during the meal hour. Some of the other students had to
clean up the teachers' rooms, had hall duty, waited on tables,
worked in the library, and in the kitchen. The students
15
received credit for doing their jobs.
^^BW2, April 16, 1977. ^^BW3, April 14, 1977.
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The young ladies had to wait on the tables, wash
dishes and do general types of house cleaning duties, accord¬
ing to another graduate. For their work assignments, the
young men assisted the librarians or the shop teacher, per¬
formed general household duties and helped the farm manager
with the cows and garden.
Dr. Clarence A. Bacote, University historian, stated
that the officials of the University did not allow secret
societies to exist on the campus. However, he described the
existence of two groups known as the Owls and Wolves whose
membership was based on the difference in skin color and
17
financial status. These two groups were rivals. Although
these societies were for males, the women on the campus were
aware of and affected by their existence. One interviewee
described the Owls as liking the "fair skinned women." Ac¬
cording to her, this division based on skin color was not
characteristic among the women who attended Atlanta University.
A large number of "half-white" children attended Atlanta Uni-
18
versity.
Another interviewee supported this view, she recounted
^Sw2, April 16, 1977.
17
Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University, p. 243.
18’BW4, March 11, 1977.
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that the school did not approve of the two groups known as
the Owls and the Wolves. These two groups were started by
the boys. The girls did not approve of this. Although some
of the "better students" were Owls, the "most intelligent"
were Wolves,
Under the direction of Walter "Chief" Aiken, who was
also the husband of one of the interviewees and who coached
at the University, Atlanta University had three championship
teams. During the seven years of his tenure (1922-1929)
whenever the school had a big game it was held at Ponce de
Leon Park and was open to the public. There were no reserve
20
seats for Whites.
Since its founding in 1865, Atlanta University has
always had competent faculty members. Most of the early
faculty members were educated in the North and came South to
21
teach. They "instilled certain traits in us. One couldn't
help picking it up. One tried to be just like them," com-
22
mented one alumna about the teachers.
^^BW2, April 16, 1977.
20
BW3, April 14, 1977. According to the interviewee,
coaching was extra-curricular activity for her husband because
the majority of his time was spent operating his real estate
business.
^^Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University, p. 53.
^^BW2, April 16, 1977.
48
Among the outstanding faculty members was Dr. DuBois
who one of the women remembered as being "a very exacting
type of person. For instance, nobody dared to come to his
room late. He was a stickler for time and for doing work.
He was a very exacting type of person. And he didn't mingle
too much with the students. But they all had great respect
for his knowledge." He wore a goatee and was a very handsome
man. He carried on his classroom activities in a very busi¬
ness-like fashion. Everybody tried to get in his classes,
and "if you got in one of his classes it was a privilege.
And, you stayed in there if you did a good job." At that
time smoking was not allowed on campus and Dr. DuBois warned
his students that if he saw them while he was taking his
daily walk in the West End area that he would have to report
23
them. "He had the interest of the students at heart."
Still another remembered the following:
He was very astute, a scholarly person, a man of very
few words. But, the words that came out of his mouth were
meaningful. He did not waste words....In his class, if
there was a discussion, you lost the thread of what he was
saying if you didn't pay attention. You just had to pay
attention..
Students reacted very favorably to Dr. DuBois, com¬
mented another interviewee. They learned a lot from him.
23 24
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"And they knew he was very eloquent."
Some of the other teachers on faculty at Atlanta Uni¬
versity remembered and commented upon were Mrs. Annadel C.
King, teacher of Latin; James T. Cater, teacher of high school
subjects; Professor Edgar H. Webster, principal of the Normal
Department and professor of science; Miss Mable D. Hancock,
instructor in high school subjects and professor of natural
science; Miss Idella M. Swift, instructor in mathematics;
Mr. Augustus Granville Dill, professor of economics; and
Mrs. Adrienne McNeil Herndon, teacher of elocution. Although
the teachers were evidently poorly paid, stated one of its
2 g
graduates, Atlanta University was a first-rate school.
Although most of the non-professional women inter¬
viewed for this study had graduated from high school, none
had a college degree. One of them had attended elementary
school in McDonough, Georgia. According to this interviewee,
the school she attended was a two-story frame building that
was heated by a coal stove. She and her brothers and sisters
attended school three months in the summer and three months
in the winter because the other time was spent helping their
2^BW3, April 14, 1977.
2 6
Myron W. Adams, ed. General Catalogue of Atlanta
University (Atlanta, Georgia: The Atlanta University Press,
1929), pp. 9-11.
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father during the harvest season. Because she had older
brothers and sisters, it was not until she was in the seventh
grade that she had new books. Prior to that, according to
the 71-year-old woman, the only thing new she got was a "new
pencil.
Another interviewee stated that she attended school
at Atlanta University and then went to Morris Brown University
where she took some commercial courses. The courses prepared
her for the position of office clerk which she had in black
28
businesses. Still another woman stated that she had attended
29
school at Tuskegee.
Three of the professional women interviewed for this
study were graduates of Atlanta University and the fourth one
had taught for many years as a professor in the School of
Social Work there. All of the professional women were con¬
nected in some way with Atlanta University; while the non¬
professional women had very little contact with the University
and were less educated than the professional women.
Religious Pursuits
As of July 1961 Atlanta was the home of approximately
9*7 OO
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500 churches for Blacks and these churches represented all of
the faiths, with the Baptists and the AME's predominating.
Friendship Baptist, the First Congregational, Ebenezer Baptist,
and Wheat Street Baptist were among the leading churches with-
30
in Atlanta's Black community. The oldest church for Blacks
is the historic Friendship Baptist Church which dates back to
1866. It was founded by Reverend Frank Quarles and twenty-
five members. In 1881 it moved from Walton Street to its
present site on Mitchell Street. That same year Spelman
31
College was founded in its basement. Friendship has also
32
had close ties with Morehouse College and Atlanta University.
According to George Tindall many of the churches in
33
the south tended to have "class distinctions." E. Franklin
Frazier, the distinguished sociologist, stated that middle
class Blacks sought to segregate themselves from their more
• 34
"emotional" brothers in religious pursuits. Atlanta was no
^^The Pittsburgh Courier, 15 July 1961.
31
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(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1961), pp. 42-59.
32
Bacote, The Story of Atlanta University, pp. 4, 38, 253.
33
George B. Tindall, The Emergence of the New South
1913-1945 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press,
1967), p. 197.
34
E. Franklin Frazier, Black Bourgeoisie (New York:
The Free Press, 1957), p. 89.
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exception. Clear distinctions existed within churches. Some
of the comments from the non-professional as well as the pro¬
fessional women tended to corroborate the class distinctions
with the churches. Several of the non-professional women
interviewed for this study were members of the St. Paul AME
Church. Another belonged to the First Congregational Church
after withdrawing from the Zion Hill Baptist Church. The
fourth was a member at the Mt. Calvary Baptist Church. Most
of the professional women belong either to Friendship Baptist
35
Church, or to the First Congregational Church.
When describing the people who belonged to Friendship
one of its oldest and most dedicated members stated that
"middle and upper class people" attended Friendship. It has
more "professional people" from all walks of life. She
pointed out the fact that the present mayor of Atlanta is a
member of Friendship and his father was a minister there.
She felt that "the membership of the First Congregational
Church is an elite one."
As pastor of that church. Dr. Hugh Proctor built that
church like E. R. Carter did Friendship. Commenting on
Ebenezer Baptist and Wheat Street Baptist Churches which are
35
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located one block apart on Auburn Avenue, one professional
stated that the type of people that attend these two churches
differ from those that attend Friendship and the First Con¬
gregational Churches. "The membership of Ebenezer and Wheat
Street are not as elite as Friendship's or the First Congrega¬
tional's. The membership of Ebenezer is better than Wheat
Street's. The membership of Wheat Street Baptist Church con¬
sists largely of domestics and laborers. Both professional
and non-professional people attend Big Bethel, but its member-
36
ship is less elite than Allen Temple's."
One of the non-professional women interviewed felt
that the members of the First Congregational Church "wanted
to be White....But, now they have more Black folks there than
they have Whites." Friendship, the oldest Black church in
Atlanta, was the place the Spelman girls went. The people who
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went there were "be ins."
The minister is generally considered to be the leader
in civic affairs, but most of the non-professionals did not
say much about the role played by their ministers. Most of
the information was gathered from the professional women con¬
cerning the pastors of some of the large churches in Atlanta.
According to one interviewee, one of Friendship's most
36 37
BW4, March 22, 1977. BW7, June 25, 1977.
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distinguished and outstanding ministers was Reverend E. R.
Carter who was the pastor of Friendship for a long time. She
used to help him prepare the articles he submitted to the
Baptist Magazine published in Nashville, Tennessee. "Every¬
body loved Dr. Carter. He was a fine man. And he was well
respected in the community." Because he was an advocate of
prohibition, some of the members left the church because they
did not like his position. "He always boasted that he
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preached the church empty. He was an excellent speaker."
The First Congregational Church founded in 1877 under
the direction of the American Missionary Association, was
built on the corner of Courtland and Houston Streets.
Although the early membership of the church was racially
mixed, gradually it became all Black. One of the First Con¬
gregational Church's most outstanding leaders was Reverend
Henry Hugh Proctor. As a graduate of Fisk University and Yale
Divinity School, Reverend Proctor introduced and implemented
many new ideas and programs at the church. A kindergarten,
classes for the blind, classes in business education and in
domestic science were conducted by the church which also
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sponsored a library. One of the oldest and active members
Op
BW4, March 22, 1977.
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Homer C. McEwen, Sr., "First Congregational Church,
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of the First Congregational Church stated that Dr. Proctor
was "dynamic.” He was"a man far ahead of his time. Far ahead.
There was something about him that was sacred. He was very
intelligent. And he inspired the church members to do as
much as they could when he was pastor." He was also involved
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in the CIVIC matters of the city.
One of Wheat Street Baptist Church's well-known min¬
isters was Reverend Peter J. Bryant. "He was a silver tongued
orator. He made his mark by being such an orator. He charmed
people. He had a wonderful voice," stated one of the inter¬
viewees. He was "very influential" and although he was not
the recipient of any advanced degrees, he was a natural-born
speaker. And charmed people by the way he talked. He was
responsible for "building up" Wheat Street which grew out of
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Friendship.
The founder of Ebenezer Baptist Church was Reverend
A. Daniel Williams, the father of Mrs. Martin Luther King, Sr.
In the opinion of the interviewee. Reverend A. Daniel Williams
was not the orator like Peter J. Bryant. "They were sort of
rivals over there on that side of town for people who were
Atlanta: for the Good of Man and the Glory of God," The
Atlanta Historical Bulletin 21 (Spring 1977): 129-141.
April 16, 1977. '^^BW4, March 22, 1977.
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Baptists." He worked hard for Ebenezer.
Interviews with the eight Atlanta women indicated
that life for the professional and the non-professional woman
between the period 1920-1954 differed greatly. Educationally,
the professional Black woman ranked relatively high. All of
the women interviewed had a college degree. Atlanta Univer¬
sity and the other Atlanta colleges played an important role
in their lives. This was not true, however, for the non¬
professional Black woman. Most of the non-professional women
interviewed had only a grade or high school education. The
Atlanta colleges were not significant for this group of women
—most of whom did not mention them in their interviews. The
professional and non-professional women also attended separate
churches. Friendship Baptist (Zhurch and the First Congrega¬
tional Church were attended largely by the professional Black





Interviews with the selected eight Black women, high
lighted and personalized some aspects of life in Atlanta
between 1920-1954. There appeared to be a rather sharp dis¬
tinction between the professional and non-professional woman
within the Black community. This was evident in the atten¬
dance of different churches, involvement in certain clubs,
in their reactions to segregation patterns, their level of
education, and in their occupations. However, from the point
of view of race relations determined by contact with Whites,
a Black woman was a Black person regardless of her economic
or social status within the Black community. She suffered
the ills of a segregated society.
Although the professional Black Atlantans had certain
advantages that their non-professional counter-parts did not
have, they were all treated the same when riding any form of
public transportation in Atlanta during the period 1920 to
1954. Black Atlantans were forced to sit in and depart
through the rear of the streetcar. They were not allowed to
sit in front of or beside a White person. They could board
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only after all the White passengers had gotten on. This same
procedure applied to Blacks vdien riding the intercity buses.
Whenever they traveled by train. Blacks in Atlanta
had a separate waiting room and traveled on a separate coach
from the White passengers. The coach Blacks traveled in was
located at the front of the train because that was the
noiseiest and dirtiest, all of the soot and trash from the
engine would blow back on the Black passengers' section of
the train.
Certain rules of ettiquette had to be adhered to by
Black Atlantans whenever they interacted with members of
Atlanta's White community. Blacks would have to address
Whites by the title of "Mr. or Mrs." and was often called by
their first name, or called auntie, uncle, reverend, profes¬
sor, and doctor by members of the White community. But,
members of the professional group, unlike the non-professional
group tended to have as little contact as possible with mem¬
bers of the White community.
Many of Black Atlanta's professional group owned their
own businesses, or were involved in professions that did not
require them to have much contact with members of the White
community. Members of the professional group were involved
in many different types of business ventures. Hence, they
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were better off financially than their non-professional
counterparts, who worked either as domestics or were employed
in Black businesses. The professional women did not interact
socially with the non-professional woman. For instance, most
of the clubs and activities that the professional women be¬
longed to and participated in did not include the non¬
professional women. Members of the professional group be¬
longed to such clubs as the Inguierers, Utopian, Twelve, and
the Chatauqua Circle. These clubs served not only as outlets
for the members to grow mentally and culturally, but aided in
community uplift as well. Another activity the professional
woman enjoyed was staying home, reading and interacting with
members of her family. For social outlet members of the non¬
professional group, on the other hand, would sponsor dances,
attend activities at the 81 Theater on Decatur Street, and
engage in other kinds of more public activities.
All of the professional Black women interviewed for
this study had close connections with Atlanta University.
Three of the women had been educated there, or had worked
there for over thirty-three years. While on the other hand,
the non-professional women did not have that much contact with
the University. Most of them had only a grade school, or high
school education.
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Another area in which the two groups were separated
was in religion. Friendship Baptist Church and the First
Congregational Church were the churches attended by the pro¬
fessional women. The non-professional women for the most
part, attended less well-known churches.
Atlanta was similar to any other southern city during
this age of segregation. Although a very small segment of
the population was interviewed, their experiences were typical
of that of most Blacks in that city. Like Blacks everywhere
in the South, their lives were circumscribed by discrimina¬
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Name: BWl
Place of Birth: Danville, Kentucky
Date of Birth: July 9, 1902
Title: Retired Professor of Social Work
Education: New York University
BWl, a native of Danville, Kentucky and an educator,
was born in 1902. Her parents were truck farmers. According
to BWl, they raised everything except okra and collard
greens.
She attended the local grade school. Bates Elemen¬
tary. Upon the completion of her grade school education,
she entered Knoxville College in Tennessee and completed her
high school and college education. She graduated in 1925
with a bachelor's degree. In 1927 and 1937, respectively,
BWl received her diploma and master's degree. She also took
several courses at the University of Michigan during 1954 and
1962.
Recalling her home town, BWl stated that most of the
social activities centered around the church. They went on
"outings and picnics." This she said was characteristic of
most small towns.
BWl was the director of a day care center for chil¬
dren of migratory workers in Hurlock, Maryland, during the
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summer of 1926. The next job she had was industrial secretary
to the YWCA in Chicago. Her primary objective was to help
secure shorter hours for girls engaged in industry, to help
them obtain an adequate wage and to provide group experience
and social activity. She recalled instances of several of
the branches of the YWCA preventing Black children from using
the swimming pools. One of her colleagues told a board member
of the YWCA that "they neither fade nor run when using the
pool." This person, a White woman, was removed by the board.
While in Chicago BWl also aided in the desegregation
of the Woolworth Department Store on 47th Street in Chicago-
Blacks were urged not "to spend their money" where they could
not work. The store was picketed for six months and eventually
went bankrupt. However, the Southside store did open employ¬
ment opportunities for Negroes.
In 1931 BWl left Chicago at the request of Forrester
B. Washington to work for the Atlanta School of Social Work
then located on Auburn Avenue. At that time the staff con¬
sisted of Forrester B. Washington, who was director, Madeline
White, who was secretary and Ernestine Hill, a White woman,
who was in control of the case work department.
Auburn Avenue was then the center of Negro life, ac¬
cording to BWl. Segregation was prevalent in Atlanta. One
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was not allowed to try on certain pieces of clothing in the
stores.
According to BWl, the years she spent working under
Forrester B. Washington was a rich experience. He was a
"paternalistic" type of person and had broad ideas on race
and race relations.
The Atlanta School of Social Work moved to Atlanta
University campus when John Hope was president. In 1947 it
became a part of Atlanta University, according to BWl. And,
in 1939 the University made it possible for the social work
students to secure a master's degree.
Remembering Whitney Young, BWl stated that he was
interested in social action. Mr. Young had previously been
director of the Urban League in Minnesota. He broadened the
recruitment basis for students. Prior to Whitney Young's
recruitment policy, three White students were attending the
School of Social Work. This was not made public because
financial support could have been lost.
BWl worked at Atlanta University for thirty-three
years. She served as a consultant to the YWCA to help with
community services on the West Coast of the United States.
This took place in 1944-1945 . The purpose of her job was to
help open up social work agencies and housing for the "Negro"
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who moved to that area as workers. Phoenix, Arizona; Long
Beach, Los Angeles, Pasadena, and San Francisco, California;
and Colorado Springs, Colorado, were some of the cities she
visited. The YWCA had not been accustomed to having Negroes
take part in their activities. Her first contact was in San
Francisco. A member of the local YWCA had purchased a room
for her at the St. Francis Hotel without stating what color
she was. Upon arrival she was told the room was taken.
After showing them information that proved it was not, she
was taken to a less impressive room in the hotel.
BWl recalls that Whites in Pasadena, California did
everything they could to see that she did not have any prob¬
lems. But, she could tell that the presence of Blacks was
not that common.
During 1944-1945 throughout the West there were pre¬
conceived ideas about the type of jobs Negroes should have
and about where they should eat. In some restaurants there
were signs which stated that they had the right to deny
service to any "undesirable" and the word "undesirable" was
underlined. Any "colored" person was considered to be an
"undesirable."
Recalling a meeting in Colorado Spring with about
thirty-five to forty teenagers, BWl stated that when asked
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what they wanted to be most replied "soda jerker." But, one
little girl asked her about her position and stated that she
wanted a job like the one she had. It was the first time,
according to BWl, that they had been exposed to someone who
did not hold the traditional type of job.
Segregation and discrimination, recalls BWl, was en¬
couraged in the West. But, it differed from that in the
South in that one did not know what was going to happen next
while in the South one knew.
After she retired from Atlanta University School of
Social Work in 1964, BWl worked for Economic Opportunity
Atlanta for two years. Part of her job at EOA was to assist
the University of Georgia in establishing its School of
Social Work. Through her assistance the University of Georgia
School of Social Work received its accreditation from the
National Council of Social Work.
When asked why she never married, BWl stated that her
brothers wanted to protect her from "undesirables," and then
later on she became more selective. She also had to take
care of her mother.
Today BWl still serves on the Advisory Board of the
University of Georgia School of Social Work from time to
time, and is a member of the Board of Directors of the National
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Conference on Social Welfare. She is also a member of the
Urban League.
BWl stated that she has always tried to judge each




Date of Birth: July 11, 1890
Place of Birth: Auburn Avenue, Atlanta, Georgia
Title: Retired Public School Teacher
Education: Aliimna of Atlanta University, Normal School
Department, June 1, 1911
BW2, a native of Atlanta, was born on Auburn Avenue
in 1890. Auburn Avenue was the "Negro Peachtree Street" ac¬
cording to BW2. It was a very affluent neighborhood, and
only the best Negroes lived on Auburn Avenue.
BW2 started to school at the age of three. She at¬
tended kindergarten at the old Storr School. Upon completing
her kindergarten training, BW2 entered the Cate City School,
which was a public school. After graduating in 1906, she
entered Atlanta University, Normal School Department, to
prepare for a career as a teacher.
According to BW2, only the best students attended
Atlanta University. Upon entrance all students had to take
an examination. The faculty members were also first rate.
Graduating from the Normal Department of Atlanta Uni¬
versity in 1911, BW2 entered the teaching profession. For
twelve years she taught at the Roach Street School. After
her marriage on February 28, 1923, she retired from teaching
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because married Black women were not allowed to teach in the
Atlanta Public School System. She remained at home until
she was hired by the Fulton County School System as a supply
teacher. She worked for the Fulton County Public School
System for seventeen years.
Although she has retired from public life, BW2 stays
busy by sewing, making cards for her friends, writing,
crocheting, listening to classical music, and working on
various projects within her church, the First Congregational
Church, one of the oldest in the city of Atlanta.
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Name: BW3
In 1889 Henry Allan Rucker, who was born in
Washington-Wilkes County, Georgia on November 14, 1852,
married Annie Long. She was the daughter of the first Black
congressman from Georgia, Jefferson Franklin Long. Henry
and Annie Rucker had eight children, six girls and two boys.
All of these children were well educated, several at the
Atlanta University Colleges.
According to BW3, who is acting as the spokesman for
the family, her oldest sister graduated from Fisk University
and married John W. Davis in 1916. Her brother graduated
from Northwestern University with a law degree. He practiced
law in New York for two years before he died of meningitis.
Her sister, who is now living with BW3, graduated
from the Normal Department of Atlanta University in 1918.
She received her college degree from Morehouse College in
1932, and was awarded her master’s degree from Atlanta Univer¬
sity in 1945. She taught school in Atlanta until her retire¬
ment in 1964,
Another of BW3's sisters graduated from Atlanta Uni¬
versity in 1922 and married a prominent attorney in Chicago.
She also studied in Berlin and majored in Latin and German.
Another of BW3's sisters married in 1922. Her
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husband later became Dean of Men at Paine College. She
graduated from Atlanta University's Normal Department in
1917 .
A fifth sister graduated from Atlanta University with
a bachelor's degree in 1928. She received her degree in
Library Science from Hampton Institute in 1929. She also
studied for a year at Iowa State. She later married a doctor
from Meharry. After working as a librarian at Fisk, Kentucky
State, New York Public Library, and Maryland State, she re¬
turned to Atlanta in 1952 to work with her sister and her
brother-in-law in the operation of their real estate business.
In 1920, BW3 married her husband who was a Hampton
graduate and the coach at Atlanta University. She graduated
from Atlanta University in 1912. BW3 has worked with her
husband in the management of their real estate business since
1925. Although her husband died in 1965, BW3 still carries
on the "rental end" of the business today. BW3 and her
husband built the Walluhaje Hotel, v^ich was the only Black
hotel that catered to Blacks.
One brother, who was named for their grandfather,
still lives with his sisters.
As children they lived at 66 Piedmont Avenue, N.E.
between Auburn and Houston Street. All of them were born in
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Atlanta. When describing their neighborhood, BW3 recalled
that only two other Black families lived in the area.
Germans, Jews, Greeks, and Caucasians made up the remainder
of the neighborhood. The house they lived in was one of the
few which had been left standing when Sherman burnt Atlanta.
Today the house is owned by the Atlanta Life Insurance
Company.
Her father was the Internal Revenue Collector for
the State of Georgia for eleven years. He was appointed by
President McKinley because of the support he had given to the
Republican Party. He remained collector until 1910. But,
although he retired from public life in 1910, he remained
active in real estate, politics, and with other civic affairs.
Contrary to what others may think, life for them was
not harsh, according to BW3. They did not attend segregated
facilities because they "had all the entertainment they
needed at home." Segregation did not affect their lives
that much.
The descendants of one of the most distinguished




Date of Birth: 1885
Place of Birth: Walnut Grove, Georgia
Education: Alumna of Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia,
Class of 1906.
BW4 is an outstanding Black woman in the field of
public education in the state of Georgia. She was born in
Walnut Grove, Georgia in 1885. BW4 is the oldest of four
children, one boy and two girls (one girl is now deceased),
whose father was a carpenter and general equipment repairman
Her father worked for his white father, and they had a
friendly relationship with each other. Her father was named
Joe Samuel by his white father, but when his mother married
he took the last name of her husband.
BW4 began school at the age of four. Her father
wanted his children to have more than a seventh grade educa¬
tion. Therefore, he moved to Covington, Georgia, so they
could attend school. By the time she was thirteen, BW4 was
ready for preparatory school at Atlanta University.
In 1903 her family moved from Covington to Atlanta.
Her father did not have any problems finding work because he
was both an artisan and a carpenter. BW4 helped to pay her
way through college by sewing. All of her siblings attended
college.
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After moving to Atlanta, her family joined Friendship
Baptist Church. Her father was the custodian there for many
years. She has been associated with the church for sixty-
nine years as member, teacher, organist, and Sunday School
superintendent. She was even the recipient of a silver cup
because she had attended Sunday School for two years without
missing a Sunday.
BW4 is one of Atlanta University's oldest living
graduates and was the only female graduate for a while.
BW4 loved sports. Her brother was a member of Atlanta Uni¬
versity's football team. Because of her love for tennis,
BW4 was the city's women "Negro" champion for two years.
After graduating from Atlanta University in 1906,
she taught school in Cappahoise, Virginia. After teaching
for a while, she attended the University of Chicago to work
on a double major in education and mathematics. However,
she came back to Atlanta University in 1937 to finish her
work for the masters degree in education. Her thesis subject
was "The Occupations of Negro high school graduates in
Atlanta, Georgia."
In 1944 she was appointed Director of Instruction
for all "Negro schools" in Atlanta. This was the highest
position ever held in Atlanta by a "Negro" in the field of
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education prior to 1954. She served as director until 1954.
She served as principal of an elementary school, assistant
principal of Booker T. Washington High School, and as princi¬
pal of David T. Howard Elementary-Junior High School. She
personally and successfully precipitated in the opening of
seven new elementary schools in the city of Atlanta. In the
field of higher education, she served as consultant and
teacher during the summers at Atlanta University, Agricul¬
tural and Technical College, Greensboro, North Carolina, and
Fort Valley State College and has served as visiting instruc¬
tor at Spelman College-
In 1943 BW4, along with Mrs. Grace Hamilton, was
responsible for scouting being introduced to Negro girls.
She worked faithfully to ensure the success of the program,
putting a lot of time and effort into it because she felt it
was of some value to Negroes.
The distinguished BW4 has been the recipient of many
awards and honors because of the important role she has
played in the Black community. In 1946 she received the
Bronze Woman of the year award from Iota Phi Lambda Sorority;
1947 she received a Loving Cup and a Silver Cup from Friend¬
ship Baptist Church; 1950 she was an honorary member in Phi
Delta Kappa National Teacher's Sorority; 1952 she received
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a Scroll of Honor from Fort Valley State College; 1966 she
received a special citation of appreciation on the sixtieth
anniversary of her graduation from the Atlanta University
Alumni Association; and in 1975 she was recognized by the
Uplifter Club of Friendship Baptist Church for outstanding
service to the community.
Although she has retired from public life, BW4 stays
busy by acting as the "motivating force" in the Uplifters
Club and in other civic organizations.
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Name: BW5
Date of Birth: May 13, 1906
Place of Birth: Locust Grove, Georgia, Henry County
Occupation: Domestic worker
A native Georgian, the interviewee was born in 1906
in Locust Grove, Henry County, Georgia. She was one of ten
children, four boys and six girls, borned to sharecropper
parents.
At the age of six BW5 began school. She attended
school only six months of the year because she was needed on
the farm during the planting and harvesting seasons.
Leaving Locust Grove, Georgia at the age of fifteen,
BW5 came to Atlanta. Her aunt, a teacher at Clark University,
got her a job with a white family named Smith. BW5 had to
take care of twins and perform household tasks while she was
employed for the Smith family. She lived in the same house
with the family. According to BW5, the Smith family really
worked her.
In 1924 she returned to Locust Grove, Georgia and
went back to school. However, because she wanted to work,
she left school in 1925 and returned to Atlanta.
When she returned to Atlanta, she got a job in a
beauty shop owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Lloyd.
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BW5 worked for the Lloyds eight years. She left in 1932 and
worked in a shop in Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
After leaving Winston-Salem in 1936, she went to
Tennessee and while there she married. Because her husband
worked for the railroad, they moved often. They lived in
Tennessee for five years and later moved to Kentucky. Upon
her return to Atlanta, she got a job at Evelyn Cross's Beauty




Date of Birth: May 21, 1900
Place of Birth: Hickory Grove, Alabama
Occupation: Domestic worker for one week, housewife
BW6 was born on May 21, 1900. She is one of eleven
children, four boys and seven girls, whose father was a
farmer. According to BW6, her father raised a variety of
crops. The neighborhood she lived in. Hickory Grove, was
predominantly Black.
The interviewee attended elementary school in Hickory
Grove. Since this area was close to Tuskegee Institute,
Dr. Booker T. Washington gave money to improve the area. Her
father was a close friend of Dr. Washington, as well as his
counselor.
According to BW6, her father gave Dr. Washington
advice about farming. Her father retained his relationship
with Dr. Washington until Dr. Washington's death in 1915.
Upon her graduation from elementary school, BW6 at¬
tended Tuskegee. In 1917, however, she left to come to
Atlanta. While still a student at Tuskegee, she married her
present husband who was a mail carrier.
Once she arrived in Atlanta, the interviewee worked
as a domestic for one week. The people for whom she worked
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treated her nice according to BW6. Her salary was either
three or four dollars for the week she worked. According to
BW6, she did not like that kind of work, and, because her
husband did not want her to work, she did not work as a
domestic again.
BW6 stays busy sewing, working as a member of the
decorating committee of her church, the First Congregational,
and is an active member of Senior Citizens.
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Name: BW7
Date of Birth: July 16, 1906
Place of Birth: Sparta, Georgia
Occupation: Beautician
BW7 was born in Sparta, Georgia. She was one of
four girls, two of whom are now deceased. Her father was a
quarry worker and her mother was a rural school teacher.
According to BW7, her maternal grandfather was a bricklayer
and her maternal grandmother was a housewife. Her paternal
grandparents, however, were farmers.
After her mother died, her father moved to Atlanta
in 1922. And that was where she finished her elementary edu¬
cation. Once she graduated from Booker T. Washington High
School, BW7 worked at various jobs which took her to such
cities as Cleveland, Ohio, and Indianapolis, Indiana.
When she returned to Atlanta, she attended Dermiscura
Beauty School. Once she graduated, she went to work for her
sister, who owned a beauty shop on Fair Street. BW7 is still
in the beautician business today.
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Name: BW8
Date of Birth: August 16, 1900
Place of Birth: Fulton County, Georgia
BW8 was born in Oakland City, which is located in
Fulton County, on August 16, 1900. Her mother was a teacher
and her father worked at various jobs.
After completing her elementary education at the
Oakland City Elementary School, BW8 attended Mitchell Street
School in Atlanta. She later attended school for two terms
at Atlanta University. Later she entered Morris Brown Uni¬
versity. As a student at Morris Brown University, she took
commercial courses which prepared her for a career as a
stenographer and bookkeeper.
Upon her graduation from Morris Brown University, she
worked for the Action Independent Company for four years.
Then she went to work for the Standard Life Insurance Company
where she remained until her marriage in 1923. Once married,
she stayed home to take care of her family.
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APPENDIX B
QUESTIONS USED FOR THE ORAL INTERVIEW
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(Questions 1 through 15 are those used by the
Schlesinger Black Women Oral History Project. Questions 16
through 18 were added by the researcher to gather specific
information on Atlanta.)
1. Family background
a. Information about parents—education, occupations,
etc., also grandparents and other forebearers if
the interviewee recalls or knows about them.
b. Date and place of birth.
c. Siblings—specifically, how many brothers; how many
sisters; exact birth order of interviewee (e.g.,
fourth child of six, oldest of three daughters; did
all siblings survive childhood/ Interviewee's
relationship with siblings.
2. Childhood
a. Geographical location—place, urban or rural, etc.;
some indication of socio-economic level, if possible
b. Significant events and influential persons in child¬
hood.
3. Education
a. Elementary, secondary, college, professional—where
and when, including types of schools when not obvious
(e.g., public or private, co-ed or single sex, large
or small); parents views toward the education of a
daughter.
4. Significant influences on life including reasons or
circumstances determining the choice of primary career
or activity-persons, events in personal life, local or
national events, etc.
5. How being Black and female affected options available
and choices made?
6. What do you consider your most important achievements?
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7. Attitude toward the woman's movement.
8. Was religion or the church important in the interviewee's
life?
9. Memberships and involvement, including offices held in:
a. Community organizations, civil rights groups, etc.
b. National groups, professional groups, sororities, etc.
10. Awards and honors
11. Hobbies
12. Travel
Questions that were asked if they could be worked into
the interview without being approached directly.
13. Personal circumstances—If single, attitude toward
marriage, reasons for not marrying. If married, mar¬
riage (s), divorce(s), widowhood(s), children, closest
friends, etc.' husband's occupation, attitude toward
wife's career or activity.
14. What affect skin color had on life, e.g., not just Black
or White, but also color of skin (light/dark)?
15. Attitudes toward illegitimacy.
16. Atlanta Community
a. Where did the majority of Blacks go if they wanted to
see a movie, or see such well-known personalities as
Bessie Smith, or Ethel Waters?
b. What were the names of some of the restaurants that
Blacks could patronize? Where were they located?
c. Where did most Blacks buy their clothes? How were
they treated by the store clerks? Could Black women
try on certain garments?
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d. Transportation
(a) What was it like to ride the streetcar? Could
Blacks leave the car through the front door?
(b) Where did Blacks sit if they rode the train?
Why? Did Blacks use the same waiting room as
Whites?
(c) Where did most Blacks do their banking? Did
Blacks stand in the same line with Whites? Were
there any Black tellers?
17. Is there anything you would like to say that I did not
ask you?
In addition to the aforementioned questions, these ques¬
tions were only asked the non-professionals.
18. Occupation
a. Attitude of her employer(s) toward her?
b. Income she received?
c. Did she live with her employer(s)?
d. How did she address the people she worked for and how
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